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Cherwell District Council
Planning Committee

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held at 39 Castle Quay,
Banbury, OX16 5FD, on 16 April 2026 at 4.00 pm

Present:

Councillor Barry Wood (Chair)
Councillor Amanda Watkins (Vice-Chair)
Councillor Chris Brant
Councillor John Broad
Councillor Jean Conway
Councillor Dr Isabel Creed
Councillor Lesley McLean
Councillor Robert Parkinson
Councillor Chris Pruden
Councillor David Rogers
Councillor Les Sibley
Councillor Douglas Webb

Substitute Members:

Councillor Andrew Crichton (In place of Councillor Becky Clarke MBE)

Apologies for absence:

Councillor Phil Chapman
Councillor Becky Clarke MBE
Councillor lan Harwood
Councillor David Hingley
Councillor Fiona Mawson
Councillor Dr Kerrie Thornhill

Officers:

Paul Seckington, Head of Development Management
Denzil Turbervill, Head of Legal Services

Nicola Wheatcroft, Principal Planning Officer

Matt Swinford, Democratic and Elections Officer
Martyn Surfleet, Democratic and Elections Officer

Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
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Planning Committee - 16 April 2026

Requests to Address the Meeting

The Chair advised that requests to address the meeting would be dealt with at

each item.

Minutes

The Minutes of the meetings held on 19 March 2026 and 26 March 2026 were

agreed as correct records and signed by the Chair.

Chair's Announcements

1. The Chair reminded members of the public that only registered speakers
were entitled to speak at the committee meeting at the time instructed by
the Chair and members of the public should remain quiet during the
meeting and not cause disturbance.

2. The Chair reminded Members that should they need to leave the room
for any reason, that they should be mindful of timing and that they should
aim to be present for officers’ presentation and participate in the debate.
Members were advised that voting is ultimately a matter for the
member’s own judgment.

Urgent Business

There were no items of urgent business.

Proposed Pre-Committee Site Visits (if any)

There were no proposed pre-committee site visits.

Planning Performance Report

The Assistant Director of Planning submitted a report to detail the Council’s
performance in determining planning applications for the Government’s
targets on Speed and Quality, as well as general performance figures.
Resolved

(1) That the report be noted.

Appeals Progress Report
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The Head of Development Management submitted a report which informed
Members about planning appeal progress including decisions received and
the scheduling of public inquiries and hearings for new and current appeals.

Resolved

(1) That the position statement be accepted.

Buildings Dovecote Farm, Heyford Road, Somerton

The Committee considered application 26/00086/F, for the re-development of
an existing yard for the erection of 10 residential dwellings (Use Class C3)

including allotments, footpath, public open space and other associated works
at Buildings, Dovecote Farm, Heyford Road, Somerton for Laxton Properties.

Rebecca Taylor, on behalf of the applicant, addressed the Committee in
support of the application.

It was proposed by Councillor Rogers and seconded by Councillor Parkinson
that the application be approved, against the officer recommendation, subject
to conditions (delegated to officers), completion of a S106 legal agreement
(delegated to officers), and removal of the objection from Oxfordshire County
Council Highways.

In reaching its decision the Committee considered the officer’s report and
presentation, the addresses by public speakers and the written updates.

Resolved

That, against the officer's recommendation, application 26/00086/F be
delegated to the Assistant Director for Planning to grant permission for
application 26/00086/F subject to:

i) Conditions (delegated to officers for exact wording and provided with the
decision notice)

i)  Completion of a S106 legal agreement (delegated to officers)

iii)  Removal of the objection from Oxfordshire County Council Highways

Tuthill Park, Banbury Road Through Wardington, Wardington
The Committee considered application 26/00044/OUT, an outline application
for car storage, workshop and offices at Tuthill Park, Banbury Road Through

Wardington, Wardington for Francis Tuthill Ltd.

It was proposed by Councillor Webb and seconded by Councillor Brant that
application 26/00044/0OUT be approved, in line with officer recommendation.

In reaching its decision the Committee considered the officer’s report and
presentation, and the written updates.
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Resolved

That application 26/00044/OUT, in line with officer recommendation, be
delegated to the Assistant Director for Planning to grant permission subject to
the conditions set out below (and any amendments to as deemed necessary).

Conditions

1.

Application for approval of all the reserved matters shall be made to the
Local Planning Authority before the expiration of three years from the
date of this permission and the development hereby permitted shall be
begun either before the expiration of three years from the date of this
permission or before the expiration of two years from the date of
approval of the last of the reserved matters to be approved whichever is
the later.

Reason: To comply with the provisions of Section 92 of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990, as amended by Section 51 of the Planning
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, and Article 5(1) of the Town and
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure (England))
Order 2015 (as amended).

Details of the landscaping (hereafter referred to as 'the reserved
matters') shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local
Planning Authority before any development takes place and the
development shall be carried out as approved.

Reason: To comply with the provisions of Section 92 of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990, as amended by Section 51 of the Planning
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, and Article 6 of the Town and
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure (England))
Order 2015 (as amended).

Except where otherwise stipulated by conditions attached to this
permission, the development shall be carried out strictly in accordance
with the application form and drawings numbered Wg1013 001 Rev B,
Wg1013 020, Wg1013 020 Rev B, Wg1013 021 Rev A and Wg1013 022
Rev A.

Reason: For the avoidance of doubt, to ensure that the development is
carried out only as approved by the Local Planning Authority and comply
with Government guidance contained within the National Planning Policy
Framework.

No development shall commence (including demolition, ground works,
vegetation clearance) unless and until a Construction Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP: Biodiversity) has been submitted to and
approved in writing by the local planning authority. The CEMP:
Biodiversity shall include as a minimum:
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¢ Risk assessment and mitigation of potentially damaging construction
activities

¢ |dentification of ‘Biodiversity Protection Zones’

e Practical measures (both physical measures and sensitive working
practices) to avoid or reduce impacts during construction (may be
provided as a set of method statements)

e The location and timing of sensitive works to avoid harm to
biodiversity features

e The times during construction when specialist ecologists need to be
present on site to oversee works

e Responsible persons and lines of communication

e The role and responsibilities on site of an ecological clerk of works
(ECoW) or similarly competent person

e Use of protective fences, exclusion barriers and warning signs

The approved CEMP: Biodiversity shall be adhered to and implemented
throughout the construction period strictly in accordance with the
approved details.

Reason: To protect habitats of importance to biodiversity conservation
from any loss or damage in accordance with Policy ESD10 of the
Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 Part 1 and government guidance
contained within the National Planning Policy Framework.

No development shall commence (including demolition, ground works,

vegetation clearance) unless and until a Construction Environmental

Management Plan (CEMP: Biodiversity) has been submitted to and

approved in writing by the local planning authority. The CEMP:

Biodiversity These measures should be informed by and align with

those set out in Chapter 5 (Discussion) of the Preliminary Ecological

Appraisal prepared by Luscinia Ecology and shall include as a minimum:

¢ Risk assessment and mitigation of potentially damaging construction
activities

e [dentification of ‘Biodiversity Protection Zones’

¢ Practical measures (both physical measures and sensitive working
practices) to avoid or reduce impacts during construction (may be
provided as a set of method statements)

¢ The location and timing of sensitive works to avoid harm to biodiversity
features

e The times during construction when specialist ecologists need to be
present on site to oversee works

e Responsible persons and lines of communication

¢ The role and responsibilities on site of an ecological clerk of works
(ECoW) or similarly competent person

e Use of protective fences, exclusion barriers and warning signs

The approved CEMP: Biodiversity shall be adhered to and implemented
throughout the construction period strictly in accordance with the
approved details.
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Reason: To protect habitats of importance to biodiversity conservation
from any loss or damage in accordance with Policy ESD10 of the
Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 Part 1 and government guidance
contained within the National Planning Policy Framework.

No development shall commence unless and until a Construction Traffic
Management Plan (CTMP) has been submitted to and approved in
writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the development
shall not be carried out other than in accordance with the approved
CTMP.

Reason: In the interests of highway safety and the residential amenities
of neighbouring occupiers and to comply with Government guidance
contained within the National Planning Policy Framework.

No development shall commence above slab level unless and until a
schedule of materials and finishes for the external walls and roof(s) of
the development hereby approved has been submitted to and approved
in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The development shall not be
carried out other than in accordance with the approved schedule and
shall be retained as such thereafter.

Reason: To ensure the satisfactory appearance of the completed
development and to comply with Policy ESD15 of the Cherwell Local
Plan 2011 — 2031 Part 1, Saved Policy C28 of the Cherwell Local Plan
1996 and Government guidance contained within the National Planning
Policy Framework.

No development shall commence above slab level until a method
statement for enhancing biodiversity, in line with the measures identified
within the Luscinia Ecology Preliminary Ecological Appraisal has been
submitted to and approved in writing by the local planning authority. The
biodiversity enhancement measures approved shall be carried out prior
to occupation and shall thereafter be retained in full accordance with the
approved details.

Reason: To protect habitats of importance to biodiversity conservation
from any loss or damage in accordance with Policy ESD10 of the
Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 Part 1 and government guidance
contained within the National Planning Policy Framework.

No development above slab level shall occur until a detailed lighting plan
in accordance with current Bat Conservation Trust and Institution of
Lighting Professionals Guidance Note 08/23 on bats and artificial lighting
has been submitted to and approved by the local planning authority. The
development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved
details.

Reason: To ensure that the development does not cause harm to any
protected species or their habitats in accordance with Policy ESD10 of



10.

11.

Planning Committee - 16 April 2026

the Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 Part 1 and government guidance
contained within the National Planning Policy Framework.

Prior to the first use or occupation of the development hereby permitted,
covered cycle parking facilities shall be provided on the site in
accordance with details which shall be firstly submitted to and approved
in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Thereafter, the covered cycle
parking facilities shall be permanently retained and maintained for the
parking of cycles in connection with the development.

Reason: In the interests of sustainability, to ensure a satisfactory form of
development and to comply with Government guidance contained within
the National Planning Policy Framework.

The development shall not be used or occupied until the parking and
manoeuvring areas have been provided in accordance with the plan
hereby approved and have been constructed, laid out, surfaced, drained
and completed in accordance with specification details which shall have
been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning
Authority prior to the commencement of development, and shall be
retained unobstructed except for the parking and manoeuvring of
vehicles at all times thereatfter.

Reason: In the interests of highway safety and to comply with
government guidance contained within the National Planning Policy
Framework. Specification details are required prior to commencement of
development to ensure the details are appropriate.

The meeting ended at 5.40 pm

Chairman:

Date:



